
“Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 

(Luke 7:47)
She Loved Much

The above verse, we believe, can be very thought provoking. Below is the verse within the context of 
the entire story.

“And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a 
sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash
his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and
anointed them with the ointment.
Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, 
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.
And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he 
saith, Master, say on.
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, 
and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?
Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said 
unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.
And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered 
into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this 
woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.
My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment.
Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: 
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.” Luke 7

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on Luke 7:36-50
“None can truly perceive how precious Christ is, and the glory of the gospel, except the 
broken-hearted. But while they feel they cannot enough express self-abhorrence on 
account of sin, and admiration of his mercy, the self-sufficient will be disgusted, 
because the gospel encourages such repenting sinners. The Pharisee, instead of 
rejoicing in the tokens of the woman's repentance, confined his thoughts to her former 
bad character. But without free forgiveness none of us can escape the wrath to come; 
this our gracious Saviour has purchased with his blood, that he may freely bestow it on 
every one that believes in him. Christ, by a parable, forced Simon to acknowledge that 
the greater sinner this woman had been, the greater love she ought to show to Him 
when her sins were pardoned. Learn here, that sin is a debt; and all are sinners, are 
debtors to Almighty God. Some sinners are greater debtors; but whether our debt be 
more or less, it is more than we are able to pay. God is ready to forgive; and his Son 
having purchased pardon for those who believe in him, his gospel promises it to them, 
and his Spirit seals it to repenting sinners, and gives them the comfort. Let us keep far 
from the proud spirit of the Pharisee, simply depending upon and rejoicing in Christ 
alone, and so be prepared to obey him more zealously, and more strongly to 



recommend him unto all around us. The more we express our sorrow for sin, and our 
love to Christ, the clearer evidence we have of the forgiveness of our sins. What a 
wonderful change does grace make upon a sinner's heart and life, as well as upon his 
state before God, by the full remission of all his sins through faith in the Lord Jesus!”
“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:10
“I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:32

Who are the “righteous” Jesus is talking about in this verse?
“Self-righteousness (also called sanctimoniousness, sententiousness, and holier-than-
thou attitudes) is a feeling or display of (usually smug) moral superiority derived from 
a sense that one's beliefs, actions, or affiliations are of greater virtue than those of the 
average person. Self-righteous individuals are often intolerant of the opinions and 
behaviors of others.” Wikipedia

What this amounts to is that it is very difficult for people who believe they are morally superior and 
rightous to have as great a love for Jesus because they do not appreciate the great sacrifice He made in 
redeeming them from their sins. They generally don't have as much gratatude as someone who knows 
they are a sinner and are completely reliant on the saving grace of Jesus Christ
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